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Mrs. Matthews and 


Miss Berrien are partners and founders of the firm of Matthews, 
Greathouse of W 


D. C. 


Party and nationally and 
ts, Miss 


internationally known as a lawyer and champion of Equal 


and entertained. 


, to Chicago, where Mrs. Matthews was elected President of the National 
Association of Women Lawyers. Both in Chicago and Milwaukee, the two 


accompanied Burnita Shelton Matthews, counsel of the National Wo 
Feminist leaders were widely 
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258 | Equal Rights 


Equ al Ri shits S AVE women almost inclined 


OFFICIAL ORGAN I] to think so when we hear all the grumbling about the NRA from 
of the employers, labor men, and the consumer, and hear so little indignation 
National Woman's Party expressed regarding the discriminations against women workers in the NRA 
Capitol Hill. codes. This is the time for women to register their hearty disapproval and 
Washington, D. C. to demand that in any reorganization of the NRA they receive a fair deal. 
ene. ae. sot In the majority of codes there are minimum-wage discriminations against 
at 19 West Chane Street, women, men receiving more per hour for the same work. In some industries 
Baltimore, Md. where this differentiation exists, the codes specify that this is no discrimina- 
Phone, Vernon 3279 tion and that, if women do the same work as men, they receive the same wage. 
Edith Houghton Waere tlt This is a very subtle provision, dangerous to women, for there is no guarantee 
Emilie A. Doetsch Managing Editor whatever that, when men are unavailable for certain jobs and women are 
employed, they will receive a man's wage, nor that, when men take over 
V so-called women’s work, they will receive a lower wage. There is no excuse 
Nina B. a. 8 Kendall for such classification. Work should be listed according to type and wages 
0@ Beckley | 8 rated on the same basis, not as male and female labor. | 
5 Fal e a PETS Millay In some industries women are barred from night work and so are kept 
br rnenting Ike 1 ate ae from choosing work which might be more convenient for their domestic 
Helen Davenport Gibbons Miriam Finn Scott arrangements and are deprived of the higher night-work wage. In other 
8 — Sophie “trendwel | industries the hour regulations for men and women differ, making women less 
. „ desirable as employees and prohibiting them from working overtime and 
Entered as second-class matter at Postomee, receiving the higher overtime wage. 


Baltimore, Md., under Act March 3, 1879. 


Subscription, $2.00 a Year 
Foreign Subscription, $2.50 
OFFICERS OF THE WOMAN'S PARTY 


It is to the advantage of 1 to keep women in a cheap labor class 
und they will do their best to hedge them about with regulations so that they 
cannot get the same pay as men. Once the principle of equal pay for equal 
work is — employers will no 8 8 have recourse to a cheap labor 


Chairman National ota | class. 
A . neso 
Labor men see in the hour differentiations and the abolition of night | 
Bayard Hilles, 
Me for of jobs for men. 
Anita Pollitser. R. omen ers and women's organizations, asking in one breath for equal 
th D. C. 
8 tan berlin, Te 0. pay for equal work and in the next for special minimum-wage laws and hour 
2 dag ee 1 Cal. regulations for women and children, are taking the wrong track. These spe- 
men 
— Austin Avery, D. C. Mary 2 W AN 1. cial regulations at once put women in a special labor class und destroy the 
b. C. Dora d. 
r D. C. Alice Paul, N. J. possibility of their receiving equal pay for equal work. 
Mrs. Merritt O. Chance, D. C. —— — r N. x. Women can never expect men to get just labor standards for them. They 
= Colo. must face the issue squarely and make their * Their future economie 
Inez Haynes Irwin N. T. Doris Stevens, N. T. security is at stake. 
Edith Houghton Hocker, Md. Mrs. John Jay White, N. T. 
Elisabeth T. Kent, Calif. Margaret Whittemore, Calif. | 
Alma Lutz, N. Dak. Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, D. C. | , 
Miss. Mrs. Valentine Winters, Ohio 
Ihe Handwniting On The Wall 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY J now it is clear to everybody that a fundamental of government by 
Annual Dues 2810.00 dictatorship is the suppression of women. Call it Hitlerism or Fascism, 
Associate Members ) $1.00 press dispatches of the past two weeks confirm the suspicion that the 
8 8 e present governments of Germany and Italy are dedicated to war and the 
Life Members = 5 procreation of warriors, and that they mean to attain their ends by limiting 
—— $8,000.00 the activities of women to the carrying out of the one 3 function of 
bearing and rearing children. 
Women are the more peacable sex. Therefore they must be rendered 
? | OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY voiceless and ineffectual by being cloistered, by being denied contacts with 
The object of this organization shall be the world of affairs, and by taking from’ them every opportunity to seek 
to secure for women complete — solidarity among themselves. How will it be possible for them in their 
with men isolation and consequent mental, moral and spiritual stagnation, to effec- 1 


tively stem the tide of over-population as one of the prime causes of war and 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT to realize that, if peace and justice are indeed to prevail, women may have 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 


throughout the United States and every to refuse to bear children until those principles are made to apply to every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” human being. 
“Congress shall have power to enforce Seven States in this country have entered into a compact to degrade 
this article by appropriate legislation.” | women by “protecting” them—as children are protected and legally and phy- 
Senate Joint Resolution Number 1 xically controlled—from conditions which the adult man must face unafraid. 


House Joint Reselution Number 1 


They have made a beginning toward that denial of freedom and self-respect 
8 A Bg mg De — of which Fascism and Hitlerism are the full-grown and hideous examples, 
˙ and which, unless curbed at once, will mean the uprooting of civilization 


and the decay of the race. 
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Mrs. Matthews and Miss Berrien Feted Milwaukee 


HE election of Burnita Shelton 

Matthews, counsel of the National 

Woman’s Party, to the presidency of 
the National Association of Women Law- 
yers was celebrated with as much enthusi- 
asm in Milwaukee as in Chicago where 
the election took place. Anne Clement 
Rotter, National Woman’s Party leader 
and lobbyist, gives a vivid and entertain- 
ing account in the following letter of the 
warm reception accorded Mrs. Matthews 
and Laura Berrien by leading citizens of 
Milwaukee. Miss Berrien is National 
Treasurer of the National Woman’s Party 
and an able lawyer, lobbyist and cham- 

pion of Equal Rights. 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
September 5, 1934. 
My Dear Mrs. Hooker: 

It was our great joy and pleasure to 
have Mrs. Burnita Shelton Matthews and 
Miss Laura Berrien in our home as our 
guests during the American Bar Conven- 
tion which has been in session here for 
the past week. 

They arrived on Sunday evening be- 
tween the dark and the daylight, after 
making quite an exploration of Milwau- 
kee, before finding our home, and discoy- 
ering Mr. Rotter and myself on the front 
porch awaiting them. 

True to the good sportsmanship of long- 
distance drivers, they didn’t object a bit 
to lunch on the kitchen table, and one 
legal authority chose some good Milwau- 
kee beer from the barman (Mr. Rotter) 
but the other preferred to have the dairy- 
maid (Mrs. Rotter) fetch her a glass of 
milk, to accompany their self-made sand- 
wiches. Can you guess which person chose 
which? 

Our guests were glad to close their eyes 
early that night after such a long drive, 
and anticipating a big day before them on 
Monday as delegates to the American Bar 
Convention. On Monday, besides attend- 
ing the sessions, they had pictures taken 


and gave out some publicity, a necessary. 


preliminary to a campaign. In fact, I 
believe Mrs. Matthews had pictures taken 
every day in that week. 

On Tuesday, it was their intention to 
drive to Chicago to attend the closing 
dinner of the National Association of 
Women Lawyers which had been in ses- 
sion for two days at the Palmer House in 
Chicago, but it just couldn’t be done. 

On Wednesday, imagine my surprise 
to receive the message over the telephone 
that Mrs. Burnita Shelton Matthews had 
been elected president of the National 
Association of Women Lawyers! Was I 
elated! Thus do we hostesses enjoy the 
reflected light of our distinguished guests. 

Miss Berrien, too, was most enthusi- 
astie. 

But our newly elected president, some- 
what shocked at the turn of events, began 
immediately to think of the great respon- 
sibility rather than the great honor which 
had been bestowed on her. Such a serious- 
minded woman is our little Burnita. 

A complimentary luncheon was given 
that noon at the Woman’s Club to the 
women members of the American Bar As- 
sociation, at which Mrs. Matthews re- 
ceived plenty of congratulations on her 


election to the presidency of the Women’s 
Bar Association. | 
In the afternoon we went to the Mil- 


waukee Sentinel Building where Mrs. 


Matthews made a five-minute talk over 
the Radio WISN, the Milwaukee Sentinel 
station. It is remarkable what you can 
get into a five-minute talk if you only 
know how. The second page of the Mil- 
waukee Sentinel will show how well she 
did. In big headlines you will read “Equal 
Rights in Law Demanded for Women.” 
Then in smaller headlines appear 
“Leader of Feminine Barristers Proposes 
New Amendment to Erase Legal Handi- 
caps Set Up By States.” Then following 
comes a “New Deal” proposition for 


MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 


women. I think I will send a copy of that 
to the President of the United States as 
he might be interested in another “New 
Deal.” 

Also in the same edition of the Milwau- 
kee Sentinel is a very good-looking pic- 
ture of one of our good-looking guests, 
with the announcement of her election 
to the presidency of the National Asso- 
ciation of Women Lawyers. 

That evening we celebrated Burnita’s 
election to such a high honor by taking 
our guests to “Old Heidelberg” for dinner. 
The Yodlers were wonderful, the dinner 
an excellent German one, and both of 
our distinguished guests drank beer, 
which shows what three days in Mil- 
waukee, and the example of the Yodlers, 
who sang stein songs and drank beer 
after every song or yodle, will do to one 
innocent and delicate young president of 
a Bar Association. 

On Thursday morning, at 11 A. M., at 
the Convention Hall, Mr. Flournoy of the 
State Department was to speak. As ex- 
pected, Mr. Flournoy discussed the Na- 
tionality Bill, for the passage of which 
in the spring we were responsible, and he 
left the impression that the bill was not 
without its faults. 

Mrs. Matthews, who fortunately was in 
attendance, arose and stated in her quiet 
but positive way, that the National Wom- 
an’s Party had taken the old law which 
applied to men and added women. They 
had then sent the bill to the State Depart- 
ment for suggestions or correction, and 
that it had been there for two and a half 
years, and they had never heard a word 
from that department. Much laughter! 

Mrs. Matthews also added that one 


amendment had been contributed by the 


Immigration Committee of the House 
after a year’s consideration. 
On Thursday afternoon, I had the 


pleasure of entertaining at tea in our 
home in honor of our distinguished guests. 

The Board of the County Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, forty in number, mostly 
were present. Also, the presidents of 
nineteen clubs of the County Federation 
mostly attended. Members of the National 
Woman’s Party, Wisconsin Branch, were 
also in attendance, Two members of the 
State Legislature were here, as well as 
Mr. Rotter, my husband, and my new 
son-in-law, Allan E. Magee, with his 
bride, who is now Clara Diana Rotter 
Magee. 

This was truly a picked audience and 
worthy of our speakers’ energies. Miss 
Berrien made a short talk on the Nation- 
ality Bill, and the Nationality Treaty, the 
latter between the 21 nations of the 
Americas, which was recently ratified. All 
listened with great interest. Right here 
Miss Berrien gave me a little credit for 
passing bills and I was glad of it, for 
some of these ladies have wondered audi- 
bly and undoubtedly otherwise, what on 
earth I am doing in Washington for 
three months at a time. They didn’t know 
that I was trying to make it easier for 
their American daughters who marry 
foreigners and have children born abroad 
to return to the United States in dignity 
with their children, under the protection 
of the American flag, as the American 
man with children born abroad has al- 
ways done. 

After Miss Berrien’s talk, I felt con- 
strained to tell a joke on the League of 
Women Voters. 

We had a long pull with the House of 
Representatives with its 435 members to 
convince, and consequently, when our bill 
was finally passed by a viva voce vote, 
we felt that the biggest part of our work 
was done, 

We had a long list of organizations who 
were supporting us, and to their support 
was undoubtedly due a large part of our 
success. The League was not one of these. 

Imagine our surprise to see about two 


days after the passage of the bill through 


the House, that the League in Convention 
assembled at Boston had voted to endorse 
the removal of discriminations against 
American women married to foreigners, 
in regard to their foreign-born children! 

Then shortly after passage of our Na- 
tionality Bill came the ratification of our 
Nationality Treaty. 

Another surprise—a letter from the 
League to Senator Pittman, Chairman of 
the Foreign Relations Committee, who 
had just returned from the Senate, where 
he had introduced the Treaty and seen it 
ratified, (or should I say heard“) ask- 
ing him to stay the course of the Treaty! 

I am a paid-up member of the League 
and appreciate the educational work they 
are doing, but still methinks the League 
had better get up a little earlier in the 
morning! 

Mrs. Matthews then made an exhaustive 
talk on the Equal Rights Amendment 
which we propose in order to get women 
into the Constitution. 

It was such a clear, concise, dispassion- 
ate legal talk. No one could have done 
better, it seemed to me. Our audience, 
who through sheer ability had arrived at 
the top of clubdom, comprehended the 
issues and listened closely to every word. 
No talk was ever more appreciated, no 


= 

Place: Hotel Jefferson, Richmond, Va. | 

Time: Saturday and Sunday, October | 
27 and 28. 

Occasion: Third Conference under aus- 
pices of Eastern Conference Committee of 
the National Woman’s Party. | 

Reasons for holding: The affairs of f 
women are in a deplorable state all over 6 
the world. The Conference comes on the 
eve of a national election when Feminists | 
need to confer on issues and candidates. 

Decide right now that you will stand f 
by—that nothing will prevent your doing | 
your part for women in the present crisis. 

— — 
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guests could have been more interested. 

Many commented to me on the sweet 
Southern voices and manner of our 
speakers. 

Mrs. Reichenbaum, Chairman of the 
County Board of the Wisconsin F :dera- 
tion of Women’s Clubs, said she would 
confer with her Board as to what could be 
done about the Amendment. 

Mr. Milton Murray, attorney and As- 
semblyman in my d strict, made a talk 
in which he expressed appreciation of the 
information he had gained in regard to 
women’s laws, and offered to introduce 
a bill in regard to a more liberal inheri- 
tance for women from their deceased hus- 
bands. 

Mrs. Gustav Hipke, of the National 
Woman’s Party, referred to the League 
of Women Voters as doing good educa- 
tional work, but said that, Bt ase it came 
to removing discriminations against wom- 
en under the old Common Law, no organi- 
zation could compete with the National 
Woman’s Party. She then referred to our 
trips to Madison and the bills which we 
had killed in the past, one of which came 
from a welfare committee and required 
that the employer of a pregnant woman 
should give her a leave of absence for 


F * 
Telnlnlsin 
HILE the status of women is 
being seriously threatened in 
Europe today; while German 
women have disappeared from the Gov- 
ernment and are rapidly being turned 
out of business, industry, and the pro- 
fessions; and while similar reactionary 
tendencies are at work in other coun- 
tries, the western hemisphere has taken 
an unprecedented step to raise the status 
of women. By an Equal Nationality 
Treaty adopted by the Pan American 
Conference in Montevideo in December 
and ratified unanimously by the United 
States Senate, the Americas have indi- 
cated their support of the democratic 
principle that all men and women are 
created free and equal. The United 
States, as the first nation to ratify, has 
made a gesture of good-will and fairness 
toward women which is an example to 
the world. The treaty is open to accession 
by all States in the world. 

The Equal Nationality Treaty, when 
ratified by all the signatories, will give 
men and women equal nationality rights 
throughout the western hemisphere. As 
the supervisory committee of the Pan 
American Governing Board has ruled that 
non-American powers will be permitted 
to adhere to the treaty, European women 
are hopeful that the involved and dis- 
criminatory nationality laws of their 
countries will be brought into line. Soviet 
Russia is at present the only country in 
the eastern hemisphere which gives wom- 
en equal nationality rights. 

Possibly the average American woman 
does not sense the importance of this 
treaty, because the question of nationality 
seems so far removed from her daily life. 


six weeks before and eight weeks after 
her child is born and pay her salary dur- 
ing that time. Who would employ women 
under these conditions? said we. A mon- 
strosity, said Mrs. Hipke, who is presi- 
dent of a Maternity Hospital. 

Mrs. Belle Bortin Ruppa, Attorney and 
Chairman of the National Woman’s Party 
of Milwaukee, stated that “the coopera- 
tion of women’s clubs in the past few 
years had meant so much to us, that wom- 
en are becoming more educated in dis- 
criminations against women, and we can 
call them up, especially the Federated 
Clubs, where we couldn’t do that a few 
years ago.” “Men in the Legislature are 
afraid of women’s opposition,” she added. 

While having tea, Senator Gettleman 
visited with our guests. His record is 
O. K. on equality. 

On Friday, at 11 A. M., Mrs. Matthews 
gave another exhautive talk on the pro- 
posed Equal Rights Amendment, this time 
over WTMJ, the Milwaukee Journal. 

At 1:00 P. M. we were the guests of 
Mrs. Gustav Hipke, with others, 20 in all, 
at a luncheon at the Wisconsin Club. 
After the luncheon, Mrs. Hipke intro- 
duced Miss Berrien, who made, as usual, 
an interesting talk, and then the honor 


By Alma Lutz 


Member National Council and Chairman 


of the Literature Committee of The 
National Woman's Party 


(Reprinted from the weekly magazine sec- 
tion of The Christian Science Monitor) 


But laws which discriminate against 
women have a way of making themselves 
felt most harshly at unexpected times. 
The war showed plainly the havoc un- 


equal nationality laws could work in the 


lives of American women married to for- 
eigners. The Cable Act of 1922 and its 
amendments of 1930 and 1931 wiped out 
most of the inequalities and injustices, 
but not until the passage of the Equal 
Nationality Act of 1934 and the ratifica- 
tion of the Equal Nationality Treaty did 
women receive full citizenship rights on 
the same basis as men. 

Women’s organizations and the Inter 
American Commission of Women have 
received many appeals for help from wom- 
en whose lives were hopelessly involved 
because the laws of their countries com- 
pelled them on marriage to foreigners to 
lose their citizenship and take the nation- 
ality of their husbands. Most of the com- 
plaints were from European women who 
hoped that, in the codification of inter- 
national law begun at The Hague, nation- 
ality laws would be equalized, Not, how- 
ever, until the adoption of the Equal Na- 
tionality Treaty did they have any reason 
for hope, for the men of Europe partici- 
pating in the League of Nations were not 
friendly toward equal nationality rights 
for women. 


Just what European women are suffer- 


Equal Rights 


was mine to introduce the president of 


the National Association of Women Law- 


yers, Mrs. Burnita Shelton Matthews. 

Mrs. Matthews asked to be excused 
from rising, and I could see that she was 
nearing the end of her rope. However, we 
had another interesting talk on the same 
subject and much discussion and many 
questions afterwards. Everybody was 
happy and interested. 

That evening Mr. Rotter and I were 
the guests of Mrs. Matthews and Miss 
Berrien at the closing dinner of the Amer- 
ican Bar Convention. Unnecessary to say, 
it was most enjoyable. — 

Early on Saturday our guests had an 
appointment with some Indians from the 
Oneida Reservation. The Indians’ eyes 


were shining with pleasure as they said 


that they couldn’t find any honest men 
lawyers and guessed they would have to 
try women lawyers to represent them and 
press their claims. There will be another 
interview. 

Later Saturday morning our guests left 
for Chicago to attend a luncheon meet- 
ing of the National Woman’s Party. 

We hape that we have said au revoir 
but not goodbye to them. 

ANNE CLEMENT Rorrer. 


Rises to International Status 


ing from loss of nationality is best told 
by letters from the women themselves. 

“I married a foreigner, a Bulgarian,” 
writes one woman, “and by my marriage 
lost the possibility of going on with my 
practice as a dentist. I am now consid- 
ered a foreigner in my native city and a 
license to practice as a dentist is not 
given to foreigners. I went with my hus- 
band to Bulgaria, but found that because 
of ignorance of the language, I could not 
practice successfully there. As the possi- 
bilities of earning a living were miserable 
for my husband and myself in Bulgaria, 
I returned again to my own country to 
continue working as a dentist there, but 
I was not allowed to practice my profes- 
sion in my own country, owing to my 
foreign nationality.” 

Another woman writes, “I have lost my 
nationality and am stateless because of 


my marriage to a foreigner. My husband 


has no nationality as he is a Russian 
refugee. My husband is unable to earn 
very much under the present circum- 


stances and I, being stateless, have been 


unable to get a permit to earn my living 
in my native city. My husband has gone 
to another country in the hope of earning 
a living there, but I have had great diffi- 
culty in getting a passport to join him 
because I am stateless. I am forced at 
present, as a result of this situation, to 
remain in my native city and be depend- 
ent upon relatives.” 
The question of property rights is often 
a very difficult one for women who lose 
their citizenship on marriage to a for- 
eigner. One woman tells of her problem: 
A married a man of another nationality 
and, after some years, learned that, since 


a 
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I now have his nationality, I am subject 
to the law of his country, and that there- 
fore my marriage is based on community 
property, since at marriage no contract 
was made. I had two children whom I 
have had to support alone for four years, 
because my husband has deserted us and 
given nothing toward the support of the 
children. I am living in my native coun- 
try and have inherited some property from 
a relative. My husband now returns and 
threatens to put his considerable debts 
against my property. I tremble lest my 
children be deprived of their future se- 
curity and be put in distress by this 
action of my husband. If I could regain 
my own nationality, my property and 
therefore my children’s future would be 


protected, as my property is not subject. 


to my husband’s debts by the law of my 
native country.” 

There is now some prospect that these 
injustices to women will be removed. For 


the first time the status of women has 


been raised by international action. For 


generations Feminists have hoped that by 


international cooperation and action they 
could more readily obtain their full citi- 


zenship rights. With this in view the 


International Council of Women was 
formed in 1888; then the International 
Alliance of Women for Suffrage and 
Equal Citizenship; and of late years the 
Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom, the Open Door Interna- 
tional, and the Equal Rights Interna- 
tional. 

All of these organizations have pre- 
pared the thought of the world for inter- 
national action on the question of wom- 
en’s rights. But it was the persistent 
work of Alice Paul and Doris Stevens of 
the National Woman’s Party, year after 
year since the first Pan American Con- 
ference in 1923, which finally achieved the 
adoption and ratification by the United 
States of the Equal Nationality Treaty. 

Doris Stevens, as chairman of the Inter 
American Commission of Women, used 
her diplomatic skill at international con- 


Peruvian Women Go Into Action 


Stevens, Chairman of the Inter 
American Commission of Women, 
on her return to the United States, follow- 
ing her triumph in December at Monte- 
video, was Lima, the largest city of Peru. 
While she was there, the leading Femin- 
ists of Lima arranged a meeting at which 
Miss Stevens told her Peruvian auditors 
of the adoption of the Equal Rights and 
Equal Nationality Treaties by the Seventh 
Conference of Pan American States at 
Montevideo. She stirred her hearers to 
immediate action, and they created the 
“Executive Committee for the Civil and 
Political Rights of Women,” electing Miss 
Stevens Honorary Chairman, and Sra. 
Elisa Rodriguez Parra de Garcia Rosell, 
Chairman. 
The creation of the Committee was not 
a mere formality. A vigorous movement 
for equality has since been launched, as 
the following letter and “Program of Ac- 
tion” testify : 
(Translation?) 
COMITE EJECUTIVO 
POR LOS DERECHOS CIVILES Y 
POLITICOS DE LA MUJER 


Lima, Peru 


July 20, 1934. 
Miss Doris Stevens, 
Washington, D. C. 
DISTINGUISHED FRIEND: 

It is with the greatest pleasure that I 
answer your kind letter and assure you 
that we have the most delightful recol- 
lection of your visit to this city. The 
memory of you is indelible here where you 
formed the committee to obtain for wom- 
en the same civil and political rights 
which men today enjoy. 

We read in Equa Ricuts of the recep- 


A MONG the places visited by Doris 


tion which was given you in New York. 
It could not have been otherwise. You 
are worthy of any eulogy. 

Our Committee is working with interest 
for the noble cause of equality for women. 
You will appreciate the work we are do- 


ing by the copy of the “Program of Action 


of the Commit 
hereto. 

Your suggestion that we interview the 
Senators and Deputies is a splendid one. 
We will do our best to take advantage 
of the opening of Congress, and we hope 
that the recent triumph of the women of 
Brazil in obtaining Equal Rights in their 
new Constitution will also be an influence 
for our success. | 

Our colleagues acknowledge your greet- 
ings with appreciation and send you 
others equally sincere. My son also wishes 
to be remembered to you and Miss 
Sévastos. 

As for me, please accept my most sin- 
cere affection. 

(Signed) ELISA RODRIGURZ Parra 
DR Garcia ROSELL. 


PROGRAM OF ACTION 
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
FOR THE CIVIL AND POLITICAL 
RIGHTS OF WOMEN 
Lima, Peru. 


1 which is attached 


The following points which were pre- 


sented at a session of this Committee for 


the consideration of the Assembly as a 
basis of the program of action of the Com- 
mittee were discussed and approved: 

1. To declare publicly that the activi- 
ties of the Executive Committee for the 
Civil and Political Rights of Women are 
directed only towards attainment of 
Equal Rights. 

2. To issue a manifesto to the women 
of Peru explaining the purpose of this 
Committee, whose only objective is the 
ideal of social justice in the present hour, 
which is to place woman in the position 
which belongs to her in the administra- 
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ferences. Alice Paul at Geneva and in 
Washington marshalled the forces to sup- 
port Miss Stevens's efforts. They have 
shown the advantages and possibilities of 
the treaty method in furthering woman’s 
emancipation. 

Already an Equal Rights Treaty has 
been signed by four countries—Uruguay, 
Paraguay, Ecuador, and Cuba. Upon 
the ratification of this treaty men and 
women shall have Equal Rights in the 
territory subject to the jurisdiction of the 
contracting parties. The treaty will be- 
come effective as soon as two nations 
ratify. 

How soon the nations of the world will 
see the need of extending to one-half of 
their citizens the rights that the other 
half already enjoy remains to be seen, But 
the hopes of the women of the world have 
been kindled anew as the woman’s move- 
ment has stepped from the arena of State 
and national action, where it has worked 
patiently for decades, into the larger field 
of internationalism. 


for Eq ual Rights 


tive life in order that she may make her 
valuable contribution. 


To appoint a committee on by-laws. 


3. To invite outstanding persons of 
either sex to organize a series of lectures 


to further the campaign for Votes for 
Women. 


4. To appoint departmental and prov- 
incial committees to work for civil and 
political rights of women, corresponding 
to that in Lima, in order to make the 
work uniform throughout the Republic. 


5. That, it being necessary to acquaint 
the masses of women with the real mean- 
ing of politics, a school of civic education 
be established in order that their col- 
laboration may be a factor of positive 
value in the advancement of the State. 

6. That, as all undertakings of this 
type call for expenditures, it is necessary 
to obtain funds for this work. To this 
end it is proposed to present benefit 


theatrical proformances. 


7. To start an album with the object 
of securing signatures of those who sym- 
pathize with the campaign for women’s 
rights, explaining that these signatures 
will appear on the petition which will 
be presented to the National Congress for 
its approval. 


8. To appoint a commission, formed 


principally of professional women law- 


yers, to go over the articles of our Civil 
Code and study its lacks and deficiencies 


in that which respects the civil rights of 
women. This commission will be advised 


by two or three competent men lawyers 
who may be willing to collaborate dis- 
interestedly in this cause. 


9. To appoint a commission which will 
call on the editors of the principal news- 
papers of the locality that they may pub- 
lish in their columns items concerning the 
campaign for Women’s Rights. 

10. To establish a discussion group 
which will meet twice a week to study the 
principles involved in the campaign for 
Civil and Political — for Women. 
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Equal Rights 


Good-Will Aviatrix Guest at Alva Belmont House 


HEN Hermelinda U. de Briones 

* made her good-will flight from 
New York to Washington, taking 

to the national Capital greetings from 
Hispanic-American women and ‘bearing 
the flag of the Union De Mujeres Ameri- 
canas who are asking peace and equality, 
she was met by a delegation of South and 
Central American diplomatic representa- 
tives, representatives from the Federation 
of Women’s Clubs, the Inter American 


Commission of Women, and the National 


Woman’s Party. | 
The youthful flier, whose flight was 
planned not as a feat of aviation but en- 


tirely for the purpose of spreading the 


gospel of peace and equality, arrived in 
a bi-plane. Her courage and determination 
to accomplish her mission, which was 
planned and directed by La Union De 
Mujeres Americanas, representing 50,000 
women of the Spanish-Americas, brought 
her to Washington despite motor 
troubles, a hazardous landing in a 
ploughed field and the necessity of re- 
fueling on account of a gas-leak that de- 
veloped after she left New York. | 

With her she carried leaflets bearing 
the following greeting: 

“The Union of American Women cor- 
dially greets the women of Washington 
and the Diplomatic Representatives of 
the Pan American nations, and it deems 
it an honor to solicit their support and 
sponsorship of the Good-Will Flight that 
the first Spanish-American Aviatrix, Her- 
melinda U. de Briones, plans to accom- 
plish from one extreme of the hemisphere 
to another, bearing the flag of “Peace and 


Love,” symbol of our organization, with 


the purpose of obtaining and establishing | 


the solidarity of all the women of 
America.” 


ALVA BELMONT HOUSE 


A vision of beauty, the romance of yester- 

day, | 
Reaching out to us from all eternity, 
Like music from a past symphony, 

A living dream moving on thoughts of 
today, | 
Guiding us ever onward, pointing the way 

Out of the fetters of law and history 

Into the supremacy of equality,— 

The goal man and woman alike must 
essay. 

Alva Belmont House, a symbol supreme, 

Lending our spirit wings to realize our 
dream; 

A mighty altar in the glow of Congress, 

Dedicated to human rights and progress; 

Writing our fate in liberty and freedom. 

Our divine heritage and earthly kingdom! 


Myrtle Rejane Patterson. 


Mrs. Harvey Wiley extended the wel- 
come on behalf of the Woman’s Party, 
while Fanny-Bunand-Sévastos received 
the young flier in the name of the Inter 
American Commission, and Mrs. Woods 
in the name of the Federation of Women’s 
Clubs. | 


The aviatrix, with Senora Margarita 
Robles de Mendoza, President of La 
Union De Mujures Americanas; Senora 


Arizaga, who made the return trip with 


Senora de Briones; and the entire Span- 
ish-American welcoming Party, together 


“Challenge of a World 


: +t HIS is the title of an address made 


by Geline MacDonald Bowman, 
President of the National Federa- 


tion of Business and Professional Wom- 


en’s Clubs, before the Interim Board 
Meeting of the Federation held at Colo- 
rado Springs, Colorado. Mrs. Bowman 
said in part: 


Human beings want security. We long 
to know that we shall be able to provide 
for ourselves the necessities and comforts 
of life, that in old age we shall be encum- 
brances to no one, that our children will 
have both happiness in youth and educa- 
tional opportunities that will fit them for 
life. 

The machine has brought to civilization 
euse and comfort, but it has robbed us of 
security. Our forefathers had less of ease 
and comfort, but security was attainable 
through personal effort. They dug their 
living out of the soil, planted and har- 
vested their food, raised their sheep, flax 
and cotton, spun and wove their cloth, 
and cut their fire wood. To be prosper- 


ous, they needed but to work and to save 
each year a surplus of what they pro- 
duced. America must strive to assure for 


its people that redistribution of wealth 


created by the machine which will bring 
about a return of economic security. 

The business and professional woman 
has never known security. Her place in 
the economic world, won through argu- 
ment and struggle, has been the target 
for missiles hurled by unthinking women 
and small-minded men. Under the pres- 
ent nomenclature she is a product of the 
machine age. Yet she is the direct 
descendant of women who toiled without 
title and bought their security with the 
fruit of their hands. 

Women’s clubs are a by-product of the 
machine age, for until factories freed 
women from their perennial tasks, there 
was Ifttle time for activities outside the 
home. Yet until recently our organiza- 
tions have not dealt with woman’s place 
in the economic world. Clubs first at- 
tempted to give a smattering of culture, 
then to further woman’s traditional de- 
sire to help the unfortunate, and to lift 


with Lois Buenzli and Helen Hunt West 


of the Woman’s Party, were then guests 
of the Ecuadorean Minister at the Lega- 
tion for an informal celebration of the 
event. 


A luncheon was given for the visiting 
advocate of Equality at the Army-Navy 
Club by Captain Alfara, and during the 
afternoon she was the guest of honor at 
a tea given in the garden of the Wom- 
an’s Party Headquarters, Alva Belmont 
House, on Capitol Hill. 

Entertained with the First Hispanic- 
American to hold a commercial pilot’s 
license from the United States, were Cap- 
tain Colon Eloy Alfaro, Minister from 
Ecuador; Dr. Alfaro, Minister from 
Panama; Senora Margarita Robles de 
Mendoza, Senora Arizaga, Senora Vega, 


‘Senora de Vaughn, and other notables. 


Receiving the guests were Mrs. Harvey 
Wiley, Rebekah Greathouse, Lucia Hanna 
Hadley, Lois Buenzli, Helen Hunt West, 
Anna T. Milburn,, Mrs. Offnere Hope, 
Fanny Bunand-Sévastos, and Anne L. 
Kondrup. Presiding at the tea table, at 
one end of which was placed the Clara 


Barton silver service, were Mrs. Wiley 


and Mrs. Greathouse. 

The tea was one of many social atten- 
tions showered upon Senora de Briones 
during her brief stay in Washington. The 
Woman’s Party, which has as its chief 
objective the passage of an Equal Rights 
Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, took this means of express- 
ing its good-will and cordial greetings to 
the representative of an organization of 
Hispanic-American women whose prin- 
ciples likewise embody equality. 


Need 


the moral level of their communities. Or- 
ganized women opened to girls the doors 
of educational institutions, gave to women 
property rights and guardianship of their 
children, and enacted the Nineteenth 
Amendment. Until the National Federa- 


tion of Business and Professional Wom- 


en’s Clubs was formed, however, there was 
no organization dedicated to the economic 
interests of women. That which we are 
attempting to accomplish, moreover, af- 
fects not merely our membership, not 
merely women now engaged in business 
or practicing the professions, but, in this 
day of kaleidoscopic changes in economic 
status, affects us all. No longer is there 
a distinct line of demarcation between 
business women and women of leisure. 
Stop for a moment and count in your own 
communities the women who a few years 
ago thought that they and their daughters 
were financially secure and who are now 
working or seeking positions. Paren- 
thetically, one of the providential lessons 
of the depression is that never again shall 
we rest upon the false premise that hu- 
man beings, born women, can assume that 
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society is so ordered that they need not 
prepare to earn their livings. 

The leaders of the National Federation 
of Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs are gathered at Colorado Springs 
to lay plans for helping to achieve per- 
manent economic security for women, and 
—since the interests of men and women 
cannot be separated—for men as well. 

As I have in recent years watched with 
admiration the programs of the great or- 
ganizations of women, I have become in- 
creasingly convinced that, while we hold 
much in common, our major objectives 
are so specific and so definitely applicable 
to the ends of our memberships that there 
is little overlapping either in purpose or 
activities. The American Association of 
University Women, for instance, concen- 
trates upon creating opportunities for 
women in the field of higher education; 
the National League of Women Voters 
upon training for citizenship; the Wom- 
an’s Party upon eliminating nationally 
those inequalities existing under the law; 
the Young Women’s Christian Associa- 
tion upon advancing the physical, social, 


intellectual, moral, and spiritual interests 


of young women. 

The National Federation of Business 
and Professional Women's Clubs seeks to 
safeguard and enlarge occupational oppor- 
tunities for women and, to this end, edu- 
cate public opinion to the realization of 
the permanent place women must assume 
in business and the professions. There- 
fore, the basic objective of the Federation 


is economic opportunity and security for 
women. 


Concerning current and proposed dis- 
criminations against women we expressed 
ourselves in no uncertain terms, declaring 
aptitude, training, and efficiency the only 
rods by which business and professional 


— 


Wants to Be Sea Captain 
NNIE BROCK, of Montreal, whose 
ambition is to obtain an appointment 
as a ship’s captain, “finds her chief ob- 
stacle,” according to Opportunity (Lon- 
don), “in the objection to women skippers. 
Miss Brock is, however, learning the sea- 
faring profession and has just reached 
Falmouth after a trip of 138 days in the 
sailing-ship L’Avenir, a grain ship that 
arrived from Australia, having signed on 
as an apprentice and, according to the 
skipper, having proved a very satisfactory 

member of the ship’s crew.” 


Why Not Sisters, Too? 
¢¢f7 OR several years,” writes Alice E. 
Duffy in the San Francisco Chron- 
icle, “there has been a growing desire on 
the part of the daughters of the rich to 
work at paying jobs. Life is so full, for 
girls of their opportunities, of such a 
large number of things besides pay 
checks; but through circumstances - over 
which their elders might have had, but 
did not have any control, those things 
have failed signally to make them as 
happy as kings, and the job with a pay 
check has seemed the summum bonum. So 
out they have gone into the business 


women be measured. I can not impress 
upon you too strongly the importance of 
this pronouncement if we are ever to 
bring about economic security for all 
women. The attack upon married women 
is only the beginning of a movement that 
questions the right of any woman to work. 
If we are to reach the heights in business 
and the professions, we must not be de- 
nied that fullness of human experience 
which men take for granted insofar as 
their lives are concerned. The married 
woman who is gainfully employed in some 
business or profession that furnishes an 


outlet for her ability does not deprive 


some other woman of work. On the other 
hand, she frequently employs more than 
one woman to perform tasks for which 
they are fitted. If the woman endowed 
with special talents is to be relegated to 
household tasks, the progress of women 
is inevitably retarded and the world is 
cheated out of a contribution of which it 
stands in need. 

I can not over-emphasize the impor- 


tance of our standing squarely upon the 


principle of no discriminations against 
women. What is happening in Germany 
today may have its back-wash in America. 
Dr. William E. Dodd, Ambassador to Ger- 
many, has written a report on “The Posi- 
tion of Women in the Third Reich,” a 
copy of which has been sent to me. “It is 
clear,” writes Dr. Dodd, “that the Nazis 
are opposed to the holding of public office 
by women.” 

“If it is true,“ Dr. Dodd quotes from a 
representative of the Nazis who spoke to 
a group of women in Berlin, “that the 
Jew, Liberalism, and Marxism conscious- 
ly created the majority of women’s 
leagues, it must be our aim to take these 
women out of these.“ 

Dr. Dodd further reports Dr. Goebbels, 


Feminist Notes 


world at a time when the pay checks 
given to them would be doing more use- 
ful work in the pockets of young women 
that sorely need them. 

“A lot of us are very much disturbed 


by this state of affairs; yet the very ones 


that are most disturbed have been im- 


mensely edified by the spectacle of the : 


sons of rich men taking off their coats 
and getting to work—and thereby taking 
jobs from the sons of poor men. The young 
man of wealth, ‘starting at the bottom,’ 
has been a stock figure of popularity with 
everybody these many years. Why, then, 
are we not equally edified by the efforts 
of his sister to do likewise?” 


Can't Fool Them On Real Equality 
LANCHE BATES, well-known actress 
and wife of George Creel, Democratic 
candidate for Governor of California, is 
assisting in his campaign and speaking in 
his behalf. In a recent interview she 
says: “It is my belief that women are 
effecting a renaissance of the political 
game. Since our sex has begun to take 
an active interest in things political there 
has been a marked change. A change for 
the better! . . . You can’t fool them on 
real equality. They can sense a true bar- 
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the Minister of Propaganda, as “inform- 
ing the audience that the National Social- 
ist movement was a masculine affair 
which produced an heroic type of man.” 


At found women in public life,” Dr. Dodd 
continued indirectly, quoting Dr. Goeb- 


bels’ address, “from which manly virtues 
had fled . . . Politics, public life, the for- 
mation of the State, and national defense, 
said Dr. Goebbels, are the absolute right 
and property of man.” 

A report from Hugh Corby Fox, vice- 
consul, approved by George S. Messer- 
smith, American Consul General, outlines 
Nazi plans for a year's voluntary house- 
hold work for girls graduating from pub- 
lic schools. The report ends with these 
significant words, “The volunteer will be 
given a reference after her year’s work, 
and she will then be eligible for regular 
household service, which the present gov- 
ernment believes is the most fitting for 
women of all classes.” Remembering the 
contribution scholarly German women 
have made to their nation and to the 
world, we stand aghast that such a state- 
ment could be made by a spokesman of 
the nation that has been foremost in 
scholarship and scientific investigation. 
Truly the thinking of that portion of the 
world is disorganized to an unbelievable 
degree. 

We have faith to believe that the dis- 
ease which has ravaged Germany can 
scarcely reach America. Yet there seems 
to be no doubt that discriminations 
against women are gaining momentum in 
Central Europe where the progress of 


women has been neither considerable nor 


of long duration. We notice with a degree 
of alarm that there has been introduced 
into the Belgian Parliament a bill de- 


signed to exclude women from public 


office. 


gain at the polls just as they can in a 


department store.” 


Spain Makes Concha Espina Ambassador 
Extraordinary 

ONCHA ESPINA, the Spanish novel- 

ist who is being mentioned in high 

places with increasing frequency as prob- 

able recipient of the next Nobel Prize in 

literature, has just been named by the 


Spanish Government as Ambassador Ex- 


traordinary of Spain to the Great Cele- 
bration of the Fourth Centennial of the 
founding of Lima, Peru. The celebration 
will take place in 1935. This is the first 
time that Spain has named a woman to 
such an ambassadorship. 


Chilean Women Study Responsibilities of 
~itizenship 

OMEN are voting in Chile for the 

first time, although suffrage so far 
extends only to municipal elections. The 
University of Chile following the prece- 
dent established by the University of 
Puerto Rico when equal suffrage for 
women was established on the island for 
the 1932 elections — is giving a special 
course for women voters. This course 
deals with the rights and responsibilities 


* 
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of citizenship in general, with special 
reference to the new electoral laws and 
to procedure. 


“A Parrot-Educated Group 

ADY RHONDDA in a recent article, 

entitled “A Parrot-Educated Group,” 
which was published in Time and Tide, 
a, London weekly, and in which she dis- 
cusses the “debutante system” of England 
and elsewhere, sums up her conclusions 
on the subject in a trenchant paragraph 
in which she sees in the inequality in 
educational opportunities offered to men 
and women the “more important of the 
many subsidiary reasons” for the fact 


Mussolini OME, Sept. 5 
Bans Women . (AP)—Benito 
222 2 h 
The Baltimore Sun, 
September 6, 1934. 


ning to take all 
women workers out 
of Italy's industry. Two reasons, it was 
reliably learned, influenced II Duce in his 
decision : 


Jobs, he holds, interfere with what he 


believes to be woman’s primary duty, the 
building up of families and the increase 
of Italy’s population. 

The positions women hold should be 
- filled with men, thus decreasing unem- 
ployment and raising the morale of the 
people. 

An editorial in Mussolini’s newspaper, 
Popolo d'Italia, of Milan, tended to con- 
firm the report that he will move to elimi- 
nate woman workers. 

“The working woman,” the newspaper 
asserted, “creates the problem of popula- 


“that the facade of western civilization is 
a false facade.” 

“Behind their closed blinds,” she writes, 
“half of the homes of the world we knew 
were run by two people, one of whom had 
been demonstrably and admittedly less 
educated, less trained, than the other in 
those things of the mind and of the spirit 
which make for the only true civilization, 
Each time a man went back to his own 


house he had to adapt his conversation, 


views, attitude to the limitations of a 
parrot-educated creature conditioned not 
to consider spiritual or mental values... 
trained, as I have said, not to think but 


to talk. He was responsible for this 


Press Comment 


tion (decrease) as well as that 1 un- 
employment. 
“Work, even where it isn’t a direct im- 


pediment interfering with propagation, 
foments independence and consequent 


physical and moral habits antagonistic 


to conception. 


Man, disorientated and above all un- 
employed, finishes by giving up the idea 
of family. 

“Oftentimes the working woman saves 


a family otherwise abandoned, but her 


work is generally a source of political and 
moral bitterness. The salvation of a few 
individuals is paid for by the blood of 
the multitude. There is no victory with- 
out dead. 

“The exodus of women from the field 
of labor doubtless would have economic 
repercussions in many families but a 
legion of men would lift humiliated heads 


and a hundred times more new families 


would enter the national life. 


Equal Rights 


creature and for making a satisfactory 
life with her, whether or no he did it at 
the cost of accepting her level of values 
did not to those around him greatly mat- 
ter; and so long as she and her children 
were happy and well-fed, his conscience 
absolved him of any serious further duty 
to the community in which he lived. Now, 
if I am right in suggesting this—and 1 
find it difficult to believe that anyone can 
look the facts in the face and deny that 
it not only has been but still is so—then 
the harm that the débutante system does 
to the individual is as nothing to the harm 
that it does to the society which tolerates 
it within its midst.” | 


At is necessary to convince ourselves 


that the same work which causes in wom- 
an the loss of her generative attributes 
brings to man the strongest physical and 


moral virility.” 


Mrs. Pinchot ARRISBURG, Pa. 
Gubernatorial Sept. 6 (AP) 
Candidate —From the execu- 
. : tive mansion word 
The Baltimore Sun, ‘came tonight that 


Mrs. Cornelia Bryce 
Pinchot, wife of 
Pennsylvania’s executive, will announce 
herself as a candidate for Governor. | 

Mrs. Pinchot said she would have a 
statement tomorrow, shortly before the 


deadline for filing independent petitions. 


She refused to say more, but conjecture 
of those close to the Pinchot household 
was that she will seek the chair her hus- 
band must vacate next January. 


Victory for New J ersey Branch 
OTHING that has happened in New 
N Jersey for a long time has so cheered 
the New Jersey Branch of the Party, of 
which Leila Enders is Chairman, than the 


news of the changed attitude on the ques- 


tion of jury service for women on the part 
of Assemblyman Siracusa of that State. 

According to the Newark Evening News 
of Monday, August 20, “the tenacity 
which characterized the National Wom- 
an’s Party in the suffrage campaign fif- 
teen years ago has been to the fore this 
summer and may mean victory for the 
Powell bill to give women equality on 
jury lists. 

“A continuous drive on Assemblyman 
Siracusa,” the News proceeds to explain, 
“who had refused to report the measure 
from the miscellaneous business commit- 
tee which he heads, has caused him to 
weaken in his stand. He is running for 
Senator, and pressure exerted in Atlantic 
County by Feminists resulted in a letter 
from him which, Party workers feel, gives 


every hope the bill will get a chance on 
the House floor in December. It has 
passed the Senate. | 

“In the early summer, Siracusa said 


that ‘no matter how many organizations 


or individuals want it,’ it would make no 
difference to him. He asserted that most 
women did not wish its enactment. 

“The bill would make it mandatory to 
place an equal number of women’s and 
men’s names in the box from which juries 
are drawn. Siracusa declared ‘the bill is 
practically in operation anyway in Atlan- 
tic County and elsewhere.’ 

“The Feminists pointed out that laws 
permitting women full jury service do not 
work uniformly, since some sheriffs and 
jury commissioners still exclude women 
from their lists. 

“Leila Enders of Bogota, State Chair- 
man of the Party, made public today Sira- 
cusa’s communication to Ada Taylor of 
Alantie City, a Feminist worker. 

„Af, when the Legislature meets in De- 
cember, there is any public demand for 


this legislation, I will be glad to report 
it out of committee,’ Siracusa wrote. 


Miss Enders has no apprehension re- 
garding such a demand. The bill has been 
adopted by the New Jersey Branch of the 
National Woman’s Party and by the New 
Jersey League of Women Voters. The 
State Federation of Women’s Clubs will 
be friendly to it. 

“Mrs. M. Warren Cowles, retiring legis- 
lative chaiman of the Federation, recom- 
mended the bill for approval, but the last 
board meeting was so occupied by busi- 
ness that it adjourned before the subject 
could be reached. Mrs. Cowles has passed 
on to her successor, Mrs. Byron G. Har- 
lan, the obtaining of formal indorsement 
when the board convenes.” 
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